HANDICAP TIMELINE

The following extracts are all taken from the minutes of club committee meetings and AGMs and serve to illustrate the increase in popularity and importance of the club’s monthly handicap races.  The first extract is the first ever mention of a handicap event for Otley AC members.

17 Mar 1986
It was agreed that there would be a club race around the route of the 10 mile run on Thursday May 15.

16 Jun 1986
Handicap over 10 mile course held on May 15 well supported and it was agreed that Phil Dean (secretary) would arrange a further handicap later this summer.

27 Oct 1986
It was decided to arrange a handicap race one Sunday before Christmas in which newcomers could take part.

24 Nov 1986
Road race on sealed handicap basis to be arranged for 9.30am on Saturday February 7 subject to rugby club approval.  The handicapper will be Phil Dean (secretary) and the course will be:  Otley RUFC – Pool – Farnley – finishing in Wharfemeadows by the bridge.

(The finish location was changed for the actual event.)

23 Feb 1987
Recent handicap race considered successful and a further race will be arranged for Tuesday April 7 on a straight handicap basis.  Des O’Hara (committee member) offered to purchase a suitable shield from club funds to be used for this race.

(The race was a sealed handicap again – but who won the shield?)

6 Oct 1987
Phil Dean (secretary) offered to measure the Pool - Farnley course with a wheel.

(Measurement of Pool – Farnley course on October 9:  1 mile = level with water board building in field, 2 miles = entrance to Gate Rhydding House just before Pool paper mill, 3 miles = entrance to Ashfield Farm on Pool to Leathley road, 4 miles = by field gates on both sides of the road between Leathley bridge and Farnley just before hill gets steep, 5 miles = 100 yards past Farnley junction, 6 miles = 20 yards past Riverside Park Estate entrance.  To Wharfemeadows gate the measurement is 6 miles 335 yards [which is 9.962 km].)

6 Dec 1988
Ian Murray (committee member) to arrange new course on Lindley Common.  Race to take place on 8 Jan.  Handicappers to be Phil Dean (secretary) & Simon Ostlere (committee member).

(This course has never been used.  The handicap on 8 Jan 1989 was at The Sun Inn.)

11 Apr 1989
Next handicap arranged for Thursday evening 4 May 1989 start and finish at ‘New Inn’ Public House, Eccup 7.30pm.  Course to be arranged by Ian Murray (committee member), 6 miles.  On roads and footpaths to include section through Golden Acre Park.

5 Dec 1989
Next club event:  11am 17 Dec near Timble Inn.  5 mile course to be arranged by Ken Dixon (committee member).  Phil Dean (secretary) offered to donate prize.

4 Feb 1992
Thursday 19 March – 3.5 mile road handicap.  Otley course that will be used as guidance for selection for 12 man North of England road relay championships.

7 May 1992
Phil Dean (secretary) apologised to the committee for his error in marking the course in the last handicap event which meant that the course was much shorter and negated the handicap.

7 Dec 1992
Ken Dixon sent ‘T’ shirt from Zimbabwe as prize for Christmas handicap, timekeeper needed.

4 Feb 1993
Sunday 21 February – Eccup handicap.  Tony Allen (vice president) to be asked to handicap this event after his critical comments made following the Square & Compass Handicap.


Tuesday 4 March – Weston Lane handicap, handicapper Andrew Robertshaw (committee member).  This event to be used as a guide to form for selection for North of England 12 man relay – Stockport on April 3.  Committee agreed that Jack Robertshaw (vice president) be given sole responsibility to select 12 man team.

1 Apr 1993
Phil Dean (secretary) thanked John Straiton (committee member) for donation of handicap prizes.

2 Sep 1993
September 14 – Weston Lane handicap.  To be used as a guide to selection for North of England Relays.

4 Nov 1993
Eric Smith (hon. life vice president) is kindly presenting the club with a trophy, to be called the ERIC SMITH ROAD RACE HANDICAP TROPHY, which is to be presented yearly to the winner of a club handicap, the event being decided by the committee.

2 Dec 1993
ERIC SMITH HANDICAP TROPHY – proposed event for mid-summer Farnley Lane course.  Only one hill for Eric to stand at the top of !!!

4 Jan 1994
Malcolm Pickering (secretary) reported that it was great to see Ken Dixon at his own handicap.

5 Apr 1994
The Eric Smith club handicap to be held on Thursday 28 July.

2 Aug 1994
Kath Robertshaw (president) noted a disappointing turnout for the first ‘Eric Smith Handicap’ on an otherwise enjoyable occasion.  The probable explanation is the absence of many on holiday.

27 Sep 1994
Kath Robertshaw (president) reported that the road racing programme has become so congested that it is proving difficult to find dates for our traditional club relays and handicaps.  Although these now seem to be less frequent they are still most enjoyable.  Our Christmas handicap continues to prove popular and it was great to see Ken Dixon, over on holiday from Zimbabwe at the event and able to present the prize to John Straiton (committee member).  A new event this year was the Eric Smith handicap.  Unfortunately the arranged date proved to be equally popular with holiday commitments so that the turn out was disappointing.  This is one event that deserves better participation and a rethink of next year’s date is essential.  The honour of being the first recipient of the trophy went to relative newcomer, Nick Hodgkinson.

(In 1994 the competition consisted of a single race.)

26 Sep 1995
Malcolm Pickering (ex secretary and vice president) reported that our own club events continue to be popular, particularly the Handicap Championship which has been a great success.


Kath Robertshaw (president) reported that as one competition declines another has taken off – this is the Club’s monthly handicap league.  This year these races have taken on a new format – points being awarded for finishing positions with the Eric Smith Trophy to be presented to the overall winner at the end of the year.  Judging by the turnouts this has proved a popular innovation.

(From 1995 the competition was decided with a series of races beginning with the Ken Dixon Handicap.)

10 Oct 1995
The final handicap of the 1995 competition to be the sealed handicap mile race at Keighley on 14 November.

7 Dec 1995
It was agreed that the points from 10 races out of 12 should count.

3 Dec 1996
As regards the Handicap Championship 10 races out of 12 to count but these 12 would include 2 track races and 2 Harrogate League races.

4 Sep 1997
Tuesday 23 September – Weston Lane or similar.  At this time an alternative to the Weston Lane route was being sought, unsuccessfully.

3 Dec 1998
It was also agreed that the Ken Dixon handicap would count twice for the 1999 Handicap Championship so that in the year 2000 (and beyond) the Ken Dixon handicap would be the final event.

3 Oct 2000
Chris Carver (secretary) reported that a selection race would be held on Thursday 12 October over the Weston Lane handicap route.  Ian Fisher, as team captain, will pick the team based on the results of this race.  Because the Dream Mile was cancelled due to the petrol crisis recently this trial race will also incorporate a handicap in lieu of September’s missing event.

6 Mar 2001
Because of the foot & mouth outbreak the Eccup handicap (due to take place on Saturday 3 March) was postponed and will be rearranged later in the year.

4 Oct 2001
The rearranged handicap from March will be held over the Weston Lane route on Tuesday 11 December.

1 Oct 2002
Nick Hodgkinson (committee member) suggested that we try to increase our stock of available handicap routes.

7 Nov 2002
Nick Hodgkinson (committee member) produced maps for 2 new possible handicap routes, one in Danefield and the other around Harewood.  It was decided that one of them would be used in February.

6 Nov 2003
The committee decided that the Eccup handicap (16 November) should start ½ hour later than previously advertised to allow members to watch England play in the semi-final of the rugby world cup.

1 Jan 2004
Andrew Robertshaw (committee member) suggested that we need a minimum guaranteed number of points for winning a handicap.  The committee agreed and set this at 15.

